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Ever the entrepreneur, Carroll would estab-
lish several businesses including an apartment
and home development in Richardson, Texas,
a transistor radio factory, a local television sta-
tion, and a Central Systems among others.

Mr. Maxwell was particularly known for his
commitment to service as evidenced by his
long-time membership and involvement with
First United Methodist Church of McKinney.
Additional efforts to serve those around him
included membership in the McKinney Kiwanis
Club, Sons of the American Revolution, Collin
County Foster Friends, participation as a
Court Appointed Special Advocate for Collin
County, and as an active figure in conserv-
ative politics.

Mr. Maxwell’s impressive list of awards and
accolades are a testament to the high esteem
the community held him in. Carroll went home
to our Lord on December 26, 2020 where he
was reunited with a host of those he had
loved in life most notably, his wife, Marilyn
Maxwell.

While many in Collin County will miss his
steadfast presence and servant leadership,
those who knew him best celebrate a life well
lived. Now as we recognize Mr. Carroll Max-
well, Jr., | ask my colleagues in the House of
Representatives to join me in honoring his rich
life and legacy.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD
BIEDER

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to honor the
life of the late Richard Bieder of Stamford,
Connecticut, who sadly passed on January 16,
2021. Richard was a giant in the Connecticut
trial bar, who handled high profile cases for
decades, always on the side of “the little guy”,
usually up against large institutional adver-
saries.

Richard’s rise to prominence as a litigator
was meteoric. Like all the greats in his profes-
sion he was quick on his feet, possessed a
sharp wit and had a relentless commitment to
preparation regarding the facts and the law in
every case. Richard received a bachelors from
University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School
of Finance in 1962. Armed with that degree he
entered New York University’s School of Law,
graduating in 1965 at the age of 25. He joined
the US Navy and was stationed in the Phil-
ippines as a Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy
Judge Advocate General Corps, which imme-
diately got him started in the courtroom where
he thrived.

In 1968, he returned from his service in the
military to his native state of Connecticut,
launching his 40- year journey as a top-notch
trial lawyer. Within a year of his return, he
joined a law firm headed by another icon in
the legal profession Mr. Theodore Koskoff.
Richard discovered a mentor in Ted from the
outset, as he deeply aligned with his associ-
ate’s passion for civil rights, fairness and the
American system of trial by jury. After just
three short years, Richard permanently sealed
his commitment to the firm, joining as a senior
partner and re-establishing it under the name
of Koskoff, Koskoff and Bieder. After experi-
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encing the loss of Ted Koskoff in 1989, Rich-
ard continued his work as senior partner
alongside Ted’s son, Michael Koskoff, who
was a kindred spirit advocating difficult, and
sometimes controversial cases that many
other lawyers would shy away from.

The firm’s high-quality work attracted many
associates and clients, allowing Richard the
freedom in the latter half of his career to per-
form a great deal of pro bono representation,
oftentimes as an advocate for the most vulner-
able in our communities. Whether it was a
class action suit in the aftermath of a state or
national disaster, a battle against a powerful
institution, or the co-founding of an organiza-
tion to provide pro bona representation of chil-
dren under custody of the Department of Chil-
dren and Families—using the law to promote
a just society was his passion.

Richard Bieder's direct impact upon the
lives of others and the institution of lawyering
cannot be understated. After 9/11, Richard re-
sponded by helping to organize a nationwide
network of lawyers and create Trial Lawyers
Care (TLC), which is believed to be the largest
pro bona legal program in the history of the
U.S. Under his stewardship as President, TLC
assisted families eligible to file claims under
the September 11th Victim Compensation
Fund. Meanwhile, between 2001 and 2009,
Richard was appointed by a U.S. District Court
Judge to oversee ongoing suites between the
City of Hartford and its minority population on
a range of issues.

Richard took his experience from the senior
Kirkoff to heart, always generously mentoring
fellow lawyers. As former President of the
Connecticut Trial Lawyers and National Board
of Trial Advocacy as well as a member of
countless lawyers’ organizations, he frequently
lectured these groups on the responsibility that
all lawyers have to give back to their commu-
nity. Such service and leadership resulted in
the bestowment of countless awards and ac-
colades throughout his career.

Madam Speaker, it is difficult to encapsulate
the enormity of Richard Bieder’s life. | had the
privilege of knowing him, both as an attorney
when | practiced law in Connecticut for 27
years, and as a member of United States
Congress, for whom Richard was always a
great source of encouragement and pas-
sionate advice about the need to keep our civil
justice system open and accessible to all
Americans. Richard leaves a loving family be-
hind him, particularly his son Erik, his daugh-
ter Julie his grandchildren and great grand-
children and his law partners, associates and
staff who were a huge part of his life. His wife
Bonnie who was his partner in his amazing
life, predeceased him not long ago. Madam
Speaker, | ask that this body please join me
in expressing our deepest condolences to their
family and friends in their passing. In many re-
spects, their lives are an example of, “Taking
The Road Less Travelled” that should serve
as an inspiration to us all.

February 5, 2021

RECOGNIZING RAEVEN PERISO ON
BEING NAMED THE 2021 JUNIOR
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR BY THE
CASS CITY CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Raeven Periso on being named the
2021 Junior Citizen of the Year by the Cass
City Chamber of Commerce. Raeven has vol-
unteered at Northwood Meadows for ban-
quets, the VFW Hall for Christmas in the Vil-
lage, and for many other activities. Raeven is
also the current Salutatorian and is preparing
to become a registered nurse. | thank Raeven
for the tireless dedication and selfless service
given to the Cass City community.

——————

SMITH SPECIAL ORDER ON MARCH
FOR LIFE

SPEECH OF

HON. DEBBIE LESKO

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2021

Mrs. LESKO. Madam Speaker, 48 years
ago, the United States Supreme Court ruled
against basic human rights when they issued
the Roe v. Wade decision. Since this decision
to legalize abortion in all 50 states, over 62
million babies have been denied a chance at
life. My colleagues and | gather here today to
honor them and to affirm our determination to
protect the unborn.

The billion-dollar abortion industry has per-
vaded our communities and has attempted to
normalize the horrors of abortion in our soci-
ety. Abortion providers like Planned Parent-
hood call it “essential” and insist that it is
health care. Abortion is not health care. Abor-
tion procedures do not fight disease or heal a
sickness, they deliberately and brutally end
human life.

Abortion is one of the great stains on Amer-
ica’s culture and society. As a mother and a
grandmother, my resolve to fight for life has
only strengthened as | have served in Con-
gress. | am grateful that so many of my col-
leagues and constituents stand with me to
protect the unborn.

———

CONGENITAL HEART DEFECT
AWARENESS WEEK

HON. JOHN W. ROSE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
support of February 7-14th being recognized
as Congenital Heart Disease Awareness
Week. Each year in the United States, more
than 40,000 babies are born with a congenital
heart defect. The medical community has
identified congenital heart defects as the lead-
ing cause of birth defect-related deaths. Cur-
rently, there is no cure for congenital heart de-
fects, and it is a lifelong disease requiring on-
going specialized care.
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